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The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Holy One, teach us to do Your will.
Help us to see life’s troubles from a
spiritual perspective as we continue to
place our trust in You. May our hearts
find repose in You.

Direct our Senators in all their do-
ings, surrounding them with Your
favor. Lord, be continually available to
help them in their work so that Your
Name will be glorified and righteous-
ness will exalt our Nation. Keep our
lawmakers captive only to Your Spirit,
that they may be free from bondage to
self. Guide them so that they will pur-
sue only what is good and true and
just, as You empower them to live God-
centered lives.

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

————
IMMIGRATION REFORM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Statue
of Liberty stands as a universal symbol
of hope and freedom. Engraved within
its pedestal are the words of Emma
Lazarus, a call etched for the world to
see.

Senate

Give me your tired, your poor, your
huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the
wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send
these, the homeless, the tempest-tost to me.
I1ift my lamp beside the golden door!

For countless generations, our fa-
thers and grandfathers, mothers and
grandmothers, have braved oceans,
deserts, and rivers to answer that call.
As a result, the United States has been
empowered by the contributions of im-
migrants from around the world—im-
migrants who came in pursuit of the
American dream and have pursued this
dream through strong family values,
hard work, and love of country.

My wife’s father, my father-in-law,
emigrated here from Russia. My grand-
mother came from England. My family,
like so many American families, has
its immigrant stories to tell.

This month is Immigrant Heritage
Month. As we celebrate our shared im-
migrant heritage, we must work to en-
sure that America welcomes future
generations of immigrants with the
dignity and respect we wish for our
own families.

The United States has become the
greatest Nation on Earth because of
the hard work, dedication, and diver-
sity immigrants brought to these
shores. Our strength lies in our ability
to embrace the richness immigrants
bring to the American story. Just look
at some of our Nation’s most successful
companies: Google, Yahoo, General
Electric, IBM. These are all modern
companies, but over the centuries, we
have had life stories, where just like
Google, Yahoo, General Electric, and
IBM, all these American companies
were founded by immigrants or the
children of immigrants.

I have seen personally the contribu-
tions of immigrants and the positive
impact that a diversity of backgrounds
has on shaping public policy. My staff
represents generations of immigrants
brought to this country. One staff
member was born in the Philippines
and emigrated with her mother to Las
Vegas. Another left Nicaragua in the

1980s in the midst of a brutal civil war
and settled in Carson City. Others
came from Mexico, El Salvador, and
Poland. Much like our Nation, my of-
fice is all the better because it reflects
the diverse backgrounds, communities,
and perspectives of those who have im-
migrated to Nevada.

Nevada has a particularly vibrant
international community. Las Vegas is
home to large Latino, Asian, Pacific Is-
lander, and Armenian communities.
Northern Nevada has the same, but in
addition to that, it is the home to
proud descendants of immigrants from
the Basque Country.

Without the contributions made by
generations of proud immigrants, Ne-
vada would not be the State that it is
today. Immigrants have been leaders.
They protect our Nation, and they have
taught our children. The immigrants
who heeded the call engraved on the
Statue of Liberty have altered this
country for the better. We are and will
always be a Nation of immigrants.

I have devoted years of legislative ef-
fort to fixing our broken immigration
system. In 2010 after Republicans
blocked the DREAM Act, it became
clear to me and to other Senators that
Republicans were not going to cooper-
ate. So we urged the President to take
administrative action as the Repub-
licans continued to block legislative ef-
forts.

Three years ago today, the President
announced that young people who do
not present a risk to national security
would become eligible for relief from
deportation through the Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals Program.
As a result of this action, over 660,000
DREAMers have been approved, includ-
ing almost 12,000 Nevadans. These indi-
viduals no longer live in fear of depor-
tation. They can now contribute more
fully to our country, as college stu-
dents, teachers, small business owners,
and artisans. These individuals were
brought here as young children. Most
do not remember the countries in
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